PRRS virus will quickly eliminate around

half of all the pig’s alveolar macrophages'; and
although these later regenerate, the immune system
is already compromised.

In field trials and experimental studies, PRRS infection has
been shown to predispose or potentiate multiple secondary
infections, including Porcine Circovirus type 2, and many
agents involved in porcine Respiratory Disease Complex,
including Swine Influenza, P. multocida, A. pleuropneumoniae,
H. parasuis, S. suis, Staph. spp and Proteus spp™**.

Don’t let PRRS
make a meal
of your
growing
pigs’
performance

What to do next

Free diagnostic blood tests for growing pigs are available
to any farmer via their vet, using Intervet’s PRRS-VetCheck
service. The results, available in 48 hours, will give a clear

Widespread picture of the epidemiology and allow appropriate

are PRRS virus measures to be taken.

infections? To obtain PRRS-VetCheck blood test forms, or for further

information, call John Richardson on 01908 685390
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Porcilis PRRS can only be prescribed by your veterinary surgeon, whose advice should be sought.

The presence of PRRS in
your herd can be identified
free of charge using the
PRRS-VetCheck blood test.
See the end of the booklet
for further information.
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Porcine alveolar macrophages are one of the most Since January 2001, Intervet has conducted ELISA blood tests on

the growing pigs of more than 400 herds. Whenever the full age
important defences by which a pig clears pathogens

profile of pigs has been tested, the pattern below has been

observed.

from its lungs. Unfortunately, they are also the _
&

Stop PRRS
infection making

a meal of your

profitability

At weaning

primary target cell of the PRRS virus,
Only 13% of pigs tested had PRRS antibodies, this is indicative of

low levels of antibody from the sow’s colostrum, the remaining

which destroys the macrophage
pigs would not be protected.
durlng rephcatlon- 5 to 7 weeks of age % Pigs positive for PRRS versus age (weeks)
Colostral antibodies for 100 i :
PRRS are negligible by

Field studies show 6 weeks of age; UK tests
- . show that only 6% of pigs pooy 1
that growing pigs are rarely * A 2% reduction in mortality

had any protection.

is worth £1/pig

protected from PRRS by maternally- 8 to 10 weeks
3 e Approximately 50% of pigs . e An improvement in FCR
derived immunity. And whatever the tested are positive to PRRS . - of 0.1 is worth £1.15/pig

virus antibodies having

H ow th e\PRRS < S immune status of the sow, most growers
\VA | ru S attaCkS p | gs lose their immunity soon after weaning®.

So if the PRRS virus is present on a unit,
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negative at this stage, whereas others-are already 100% positive: Detaileditrials el hown

that a 5:1 payback can result
from Porcillis PRRS use

11 to 13 weeks
PRRS positive herds typically have had 73% of their pigs infected
with the PRRS virus.

infection and seroconversion will usually

15+ weeks
In PRRS positive herds 98% of the pigs had been infected with
PRRS virus, effectively the whole growing — finishing herd is

take place at around 7-13 weeks of age.

now infected.



