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NOSE

Clean nose Thin mucus discharge Thick mucus discharge

EYE

No ocular discharge Serous ocular discharge Thick ocular discharge

COUGH None Induced coughs or occasional 
spontaneous coughs

Repeated spontaneous  
coughs

EN
TE

R
IC

SCOUR

Clean hindquarters;  
formed faeces

Dirty hindquarters;  
loose faeces

Wet hindquarters/hocks;  
watery faeces

DEHYDRATION

No visible signs of dehydration
Pinched skinfold flattens  
quickly in < 2s, eyes not  

sunken, legs warm

Moderate dehydration
Pinched skinfold flattens  
in 2 - 4s. Eyes are sunken  

and legs are colder

Severe dehydration
Pinched skinfold flattens  

 in > 4s. Eyes deeply  
sunken, legs are cold

SCORE 0 1 2

Adapted from the work of Dr Sheila McGuirk from University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine, which is available online.
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